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Introduction & Objectives 

This booklet has been produced to provide members, particularly those new to the Club, with
basic information about how Daventry Town Bowls Club (DTBC) operates, events, access to
information, who to speak to and how to support the club. 

The Club’s official  title is Daventry Town Bowling Club Limited known as Daventry Town
Bowls Club, and together with the other Sports Clubs located on our site, forms part of, and
is  affiliated  to,  the  Daventry  &  District  Sports  Trust  (D&DST).  DTBC  operates  as  an
autonomous Club and has representation on both the D&DST Board of Trustees and their
Management Committee. 

The Club administration is managed by volunteers, who willingly give their time to ensure the
Club runs smoothly. As time passes these members will be replaced by other volunteers,
thus  ensuring  the  workload  is  shared,  expertise  is  deployed  effectively  and  the  Club
continues to develop and thrive. 

IF IN DOUBT ABOUT ANYTHING PLEASE SPEAK DIRECTLY TO ANY MEMBER OF THE
CLUB COMMITTEE. (See Fixture Card for names). 

It  is  hoped members will  find reading this  booklet  interesting and worthwhile,  but  it  is  a
constantly evolving document and constructive comments for improvement are welcomed.
Please advise a Committee Member or post ideas in the Suggestion Box on the wall by the
bar.  

The main aim of this booklet is to help new members settle in quickly and enjoy their
bowls and time at DTBC.
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Brief History of DTBC 

Established in 1901 ‘The Town’ Bowls Club, has a long history of providing outdoor bowling
opportunities  to  the  residents  of  Daventry  and  surrounding  areas.  Outdoor  Flat  Green
Bowling  is a summer sport  and the addition  of  Short  Mat  Bowls,  within  our Clubhouse,
provides an alternative throughout the winter months. Members, and guests of all abilities
and ambitions, are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in games at a level and
frequency to suit individuals.

Facilities include a welcoming bar/lounge, where you can enjoy a drink during and after a
game or socially  at  other times, a fully equipped kitchen,  changing rooms & toilets.  Our
clubhouse, bowls’ green and surroundings have been enhanced to provide access to the
sport to bowlers of all abilities. Our outdoor 6-rink green is a Grade A* bowling surface, as
graded annually by the Bowls Northamptonshire’s Greens Inspection team. 

In addition to a full Fixture List for friendly matches we have two teams in the Northampton
Area Monday Night Men’s Triples League, a team in the Northampton Area Friday Night
Ladies Triples League and our own domestic Club Knockout competitions. Members also
have the opportunity to enter County and National competitions and represent the Club in
County or National competitions, if selected. 

Club  social  bowling  evenings  are held  most  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  throughout  the
season, when coaching, practice or fun bowling is available. The green is open for casual
play every afternoon and evening and available free of charge to all members, please book
on-line to ensure the greenkeeper is aware. 

The Short Mat Club meets every Wednesday night for their club night, throughout the winter,
have  teams  in  two  County  Leagues  and  also  run  annual  domestic  Club  Knockout
competitions. We have two mats and, apart from league and club competition dates, they
are available for casual play during the day or evening.

Our facilities,  therefore, are well-used throughout  the year and provide a good place for
social gatherings. Special  events such as a Quiz Night, Race Night,  Bingo Night etc are
arranged over the Winter,  other ideas for money raising and social  activities are warmly
welcomed. The Clubhouse is also available to hire for private functions, subject to availability

A more detailed history of the formation of our club, dating back to 1901, with many stories
of events as it has developed throughout the years, can be found on our website. At the
moment this mainly describes the early developments and successes of the club but we
hope to extend this to our end of century and new century successes, and look forward to
receiving your help and contributions.
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Management of DTBC

A Private Limited Company was incorporated on 9th March 2012, to protect the liability of
each member to £1. This decision brought with it certain statutory and legal requirements
that the Club must meet. The management structure was formalised at the AGM on 14th

December 2014 when a proposition from the Directors, worded as follows,  was carried
unanimously. 

The Directors to deal with the legal, financial and business affairs of the legal entity thus
leaving the Bowling Committee to deal with the ongoing activities associated with our sport.
As part of this proposal the Club President will chair the Bowling Committee meetings and
be the main figurehead within the club, liaising with the Chairman of Directors as and when
necessary

The  Board  of  Directors: to  consist  of  a  minimum  of  five  Directors  and  a  Company
Secretary (who may also be a Director). The Directors will elect a Chairman of the Board.
Unless  by  prior  resignation,  or  removal  from the  Board  each  Director  will  serve  for  a
minimum of three years. One third of the number of Directors to retire annually by rotation
and stand for re-election if so desired. Directors may be co-opted to the Board during the
year and stand for election/ratification at the next AGM. The Statutory Books and list of
Directors is held by the Company Secretary and available to any member wishing to see
them. 

Management Committee: Meets monthly and is responsible for activities relating to the
bowling and comprises of:  the Club President,  Captain,  Secretary, Treasurer and other
Officers appointed to key roles within the Club. Each Officer will stand for election annually
at the AGM, vacancies will be filled by co-opting to the Committee during the year. The list
of  Officers is  included in  the annual  Fixtures Card (which serves as your  membership
record). Members should notify the Secretary or one of the other Officers if they have an
item/s for discussion.

Permanent or  temporary sub-committees may be formed to deal with specific areas or
projects and will  include volunteers who will  not form part of the main committee. Each
member of  the Board or  Committee is  expected to carry out  their  allocated duty on a
voluntary basis. Other members may be asked to help with a voluntary duty, especially if
they have specific expertise that may benefit the Club. All members who volunteer their
services do so in the best interests of the club and, as such, should not be criticised or
abused in any way. If any issues do arise please address them to the appropriate person,
for discussion at the next meeting.

The club aims to ensure members are kept fully aware of events being held, how the club is
faring financially,  and future activities.  The Secretary will  issue a newsletter  to members
periodically, to ensure they know what is happening in the club. The Treasurer submits an
up to date financial  statement at every committee meeting. This is also available to any
member on request. 
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Bowling Activities

DTBC is  affiliated to Bowls  Northamptonshire  and Bowls  England  regarding  flat  green
outdoor bowls, and to Northamptonshire SMBA and English SMBA regarding short  mat
bowls. We are, therefore, governed overall by their rules in relation to specific areas such
as membership, code of conduct, laws of the game, etiquette. 

http://bowlsnorthamptonshire.co.uk/ 

https://www.bowlsengland.com/

https://www.northamptonshiresmba.com/

http://www.esmba.co.uk/

Club Constitution & Rules 

The Club Rules are set out in the Constitution, a copy of which is available to members on
request. Changes, apart from simple bye laws, will be made by majority decision at an AGM

Membership

Subscriptions are due by 1st May, but preferably paid at ‘Signing On Night’ (see previous
year’s fixture card. The amount is determined by the Directors and ratified at the previous
year’s AGM. New members’ subscription is 50% of annual fee but, if joining after the 30 th

June, a further 50% reduction will apply. 

Coaching 

The club provides free coaching, to both existing and new members and anyone wishing to
try the sport of  bowls, prior to deciding whether to join.  Bowls, and all necessary equipment,
are available,  and all  that is required initially is that flat soled shoes are worn. Coaching
sessions can be arranged with one of our qualified coaches. After three coaching sessions it
is expected that you join the club. 

Rink Bookings

You are requested to make a rink booking, accessed via the website when planning a roll up
or arranging any competitions or matches, other than those on the Fixture Card, to assist the
green keeper in planning any work without affecting you. 

Wednesday and Friday evenings, throughout the summer season, are normally Club Nights
at the green. 
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Competitions

Playing in any County or National competition entitles you to priority in choosing the rink/s to
play on. Discretion is advised, to avoid conflict, and the rink should be booked in advance.

Members are eligible to enter all County and National competitions. Forms are provided to
the Secretary, by the bodies concerned, and will  be posted on the Notice Board, well  in
advance of closing dates.  

Members are notified which club competitions are being arranged each year, and should
enter these by completing the entry on the Membership Renewal/Application  sheet.  The
Competition Secretary will arrange a draw night and post the sheets, with closing/dates of
the various rounds on the Notice Board. You are asked to ensure dates are adhered to, as
Club  Competitions  should  receive  similar  discipline  and  respect  as  is  administered  by
County & National Competition Secretaries. 

Representative Matches 

Matches  arranged  by  the  Fixture  Secretary,  unless  stated  otherwise  on  the  Availability
Sheet, are open to all club members. 

The Club Captain will post availability sheets on the Notice Board several weeks in advance
of the matches. Please support your club by putting your name down to play, or alternatively
put your name as NOT AVAILABLE in the section at the bottom. Your kind co-operation will
support the Captain in a difficult task.

A Team Sheet will be posted on the Notice Board, in advance of the game, it is also hoped
this will soon be displayed on our website. If you become unavailable, having been selected
to play, please inform the Captain, by phone, text or email, as soon as possible, so that they
can arrange a replacement.

Responsibilities

Members are responsible for ensuring that jacks, mats, bowls gatherers and scoreboards
are returned to their rightful place at the end of any play on the green. 

Dress Code

Shoes: Must be flat, no heel and with a smooth sole, used only whilst bowling.

Casual play: There is no specific dress code for informal roll ups but please respect other
bowlers 

League matches and competitions:  A white top with collar, small logo and a little coloured
piping on the collar/sleeves is permitted.  Daventry Town Club shirts may be worn at any
time.  Inter-club matches will be played in grey trousers with club shirts unless white trousers
are specifically stated on the team sheet.

Members playing in any representative match must have club stickers on their bowls.
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Etiquette

Bowls has a long tradition of sporting etiquette, which is a position that we strive to maintain
but acknowledge that it can be bewildering for new bowlers. They can often be left to find
rules out for themselves and/or be confronted by another bowler informing them what is and
isn’t allowed. This can be disconcerting and confusing and, as we wish every bowler, to feel
welcome in a friendly environment, please inform us if you are made to feel uncomfortable. 

This section on etiquette is included to help new members better understand the sport, you
can also refer to  https://www.bowls.co.uk/flat-green .

Before the game: 

 Check that you know the correct dress, and wear it.
 Make sure you know the start time and arrive in sufficient time to change and be on

the green (we recommend thirty minutes prior to the start).
 The Captain will  normally stand on the green, welcome the opposing Captain and

team, they will then call out the players names and hand out the score cards. 
 Make your way to the appropriate rink. 
 Shake hands with everybody on both teams wishing them good luck for the match. 

During the game:

 Mobile phones should be set to silent, before during and after the game, and should
not be taken onto the green.

 Shake hands with your opponents before and after the game
 Each  bowler  is  expected  to  be  ready  to  bowl,  when  it  is  their  turn,  and  to  fully

concentrate on the match. 
 Players are expected to be quiet and not move at the head end when a player is

preparing to bowl. 
 Avoid obscuring the rink number and rink markers. 
 Be aware of players on adjacent rinks and keep to your own rink. 
 Do not walk past the end of a rink when somebody is about to bowl.
 Minimise  the  distraction  and  interference  with  bowlers  on  adjacent  rinks  during

movement between ends by walking along the centre of the rink.
 If you are responsible for keeping the score, compare your card with that of your

opponent and the scoreboard, at regular intervals.
 Unless you have been delegated to decide the shots at the completion of the end, do

not interfere with this process, in any way. Those who are not responsible may watch
but must stay clear and quiet. 

 Encourage and praise the rest of the team, including the skip. 
 Don’t applaud a team member who has outrageous luck and admit a fluke shot with

grace. 
 Compliment your opponents’ bowls, don’t give any indication of wishing them bad

luck. Conversely it is good grace to say bad luck when justified.
 Be gracious, whether you win or lose. 
 After matches, offer your opposition a drink and socialise with them. 
 Never criticise your opponents, the bowls green or your own team.

All members are recommended to read the Laws of Bowls, summarised on the next pages, 
to familiarise themselves with laws governing the sport. Or refer to:  
http://www.worldbowls.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Laws_of_the_sport_v3.1.pdf
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The Laws of bowling (in brief)

1. Placement of the mat

Front of the mat to be at least 2m from the ditch and not less than 25m from the far
ditch, (shown by markers either side of the green), in line with the centre of the rink.

2. Movement of the mat

If the mat moves during play it can be returned to its original position by either player.

3. Position on the mat

Before delivery the player should have at least one foot fully on the mat.  At the point
of delivery of the Jack or a bowl the player should have all, or part, of one foot on or
above the mat.  (For approved wheelchair users replace “foot” with “wheel”)

Any player not meeting the terms of the law is committing a foot fault.

4. Minimum length of the Jack

The Jack must be at least 23m from the front of the mat.

5. Improperly delivered jack

If the Jack is improperly delivered (foot fault, too short or off the rink) then it will be
delivered  by the opposite  player,  who may move the mat  if  they wish to do so.
Should both players deliver improperly, then the Jack will be placed at the 2m mark,
with the mat placed at the option of the first to play.

6. A live bowl

Any  bowl  which,  in  its  original  course  on  the  green,  comes  to  rest  within  the
boundaries of the rink and at least 14m from the mat, is considered a live bowl.

7. A dead bowl

Any bowl which comes to rest outside the confines of the rink or, not being a toucher,
comes to rest in the ditch, is a dead bowl and removed from the rink.

8. A toucher

Any bowl which, on its original course on the green, touches the Jack, is a toucher.

9. Marking a toucher

A toucher will be marked when it comes to rest.  If it ends up in the ditch, then a
marker will be placed on the bank, immediately above the bowl.

If  the act  of marking the bowl is likely  to move it  then it  can be nominated as a
toucher and marked later, if it is moved.

If a bowl comes to rest close to the Jack and subsequently comes to fall on the Jack
before the next bowl is delivered then it becomes a toucher.

10. Movement of a toucher in play

A toucher in the ditch may be moved by the Jack or another toucher, when played
into the ditch. If the Toucher is moved by a non-toucher, the Toucher is returned to its
original position, as marked.

11. A rebounding jack

If a jack is driven against the face of the bank and rebounds onto the rink, it will be
left where it lands and played to, as if it had not left the rink.
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12. Possession of the rink

The rink belongs to the player, or team, whose bowl is being played. As soon as the
bowl  comes to  rest  the possession  belongs  to the next  player.  The team not  in
position must do nothing to disturb or distract the player on the mat.When not in
possession the place for other players is either at least 1m behind the mat or, at the
Head end, behind the Head (the bowls already delivered).

13. Duties of the Players

The Skip: has sole charge of the team, and their instructions should be followed by
the players.  They will decide any disputed points with the opposite Skip and, if they
cannot agree, an independent person will make the final decision.

The Third: may be asked to measure shots and will be in charge of the Head in the
absence of the Skip.

The  Second: will  keep  a  record  of  the  shots  scored for  and  against  their  team,
keeping  the scorecard  in  their  possession  at  all  times.  They will  ensure that  the
names of both teams are entered on the card, which they will hand to the Skip at the
end of the game.

The Lead: will place the mat, deliver the Jack and ensure that it is centred before
playing the first bowl. 

14. Measuring

Measuring will only take place when all the bowls have been played, unless the Skip
decides not to play their last bowl.

15. Dead end

If the Jack is played off the confines of the rink a dead end is declared and it must be
replayed.

16. A tied end

When the shot cannot be determined by measure the end is considered to be tied.
The end is added to the score card, with the previous shots brought down.

17. Playing out of turn

If a player plays out of turn the opposing Skip has the right to stop the bowl before it
reaches the Head and return it to be played in the proper sequence.  If the bowl has
come to rest, and remains live, or is dead, and has not disturbed the Head, then the
opposing side will bowl two bowls in succession.  If the Head has been disturbed the
opposing Skip has three options:

1. Allow the disturbed Head to remain and have two bowls played in succession.

2. Replace the Head, to its original position, and return the bowl.

3. Declare the End dead.

18. Omitting to play a bowl

If a player omits to play their bowl in the proper sequence they forfeit the right to play
the bowl if a bowl has been played by each team before the mistake is discovered.

19. Game stopped for any reason

If a game is stopped, by mutual consent, the Umpire, or another reason, it will be
resumed with the scores as they were before the stoppage.  Any uncompleted end
will be declared dead.
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Stefen Hill Sports Centre

Western Avenue
Daventry
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Tel : 07774 257432
Website : daventrytownbowlsclub.co.uk
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